AFTER   EVEREST
see her family and, if possible, to persuade the father to
come back to the Leper Home and complete his cure.
My wife found the family living in a terrible state of
poverty, in a tiny little hut, with nothing to eat that •
day except a single jack-fruit, and after that nothing at
all for the next day. The worst happened. Not only did
the father refuse to come back, but he insisted on keeping
the little girl, saying at the same time that he would
bring her along in a cart to the market on the following
Monday, so that she could go on to school. An hour's
persuasion failed to achieve its object, and my wife re-
turned empty-handed and very upset indeed at having
lost the little girl and left her to an unknown and dreaded
future of unrelieved hunger and squalor.
Nothing could be done; the womenfolk of the village
had been told by some mischievous person that Kamalam
would be kidnapped and taken to England if she were
allowed to return, and they refused to believe that we had
any good motive in wishing to keep her at the orphanage.
But we were certain that God's will for that child was a *
happy and healthy life, and we therefore felt it was a
case for prayer. With God, all things are possible. So,
for a few weeks we prayed definitely that this little girl
would be given back to the orphanage, which - seemed to
be her only chance of life and health and happiness.
We had not long to wait. A few weeks later one evening
her father turned up with her. Poor little thing, she was
terribly thin and starved, her scars broken down and
ulcerated by the filth of the little hovel and the neglect
which is bred by ignorance and superstition! She had a
high fever due to blood-poisoning, and seemed almost as
if she were soon to die. She was like a little frightened
rat, in terror even of us who had made her happy before.
What tales she had been told by her womenfolk we never
found out—nor what can have been their motive for keep-
ing her. The whole thing seemed to have been the work
of a personal devil. But God hacl brought her back, and
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